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Asbestos found in 
floors of NECC 


State pays $500,000 


for new floors to fix 
problem 


By DANIEL A. POTOCKI 
Editor in Chief 


Students returning to NECC 
may have noticed the new floors 
in the hallways. This sudden 
change was brought about by 
the discovery of asbestos used 
in the original construction of 
the building. 

The flaking of the floor tiles 
could pose significant health 
risks if the asbestos were to get 
put into the air. 

In an email to all the staff, 
Linda Hudson, staff assistant in 
Buildings and Grounds 
Maintenance, describes the 
scope of the problem. 

“In most areas, the flooring 
is over forty years old and is the 


original asbestos-based materi- 
al from that period,” wrote 
Hudson. 

Asbestos is a group of long, 
thin, fibrous crystal minerals 
that was widely used in the con- 
struction of buildings after 
World War 2. The material was 
praised for being flame retar- 
dant and able to withstand a lot 
of damage. However, it is now 
known that breathing in the 
fibers can be highly toxic, and 
can sometimes cause cancer. 

Often the most dangerous 
part of dealing with asbestos is 
its removal. For the particles to 
be. dangerous they.must be 
inhaled in large quantities over 
a period of time. Removing 
asbestos can cause it to get into 
the air, aiding in inhalation. 

In the email Hudson spoke 
about the process of maintain- 
ing safe air quality. 

See During page 7 
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The sight of ash trays on campus will soon be a distant memory because of the 
new smoking ban. 
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_ Northern Essex» 
Community Cottege 


Soon students and 
faculty will only be 
able to smoke in cars 


By DANIEL A. POTOCKI 
Editor in Chief 


It’s now official—a campus- 
wide smoking ban will be put 
into effect in either the upcom- 
ing spring semester or fall 
semester of next year. The ban 
will include all sites on campus, 
except the privacy of a personal 
motor vehicle. 

Students wishing to smoke 
will either have to leave school 
property or smoke in their cars. 
At a recent Management 
Association Committee for 
Employee Relations (MACER) 
meeting, Professor Suzanne 
Van Wert asked what students 
and faculty who do not have a 
car to smoke in would do. 

President David Hartleb 
said that the matter was not 
completely settled yet. He 
went on to say that given the 
college budget he would be 
reluctant to dedicate a space 


Sarah Palin is turning heads 


. Smoking ban to 
\ take effect at NECC 


on campus to smoking. 

Further, this means that even 
the designated smoking areas on 
campus, like the. outdoor hall 
between Band E buildings, will 
be off limits to smokers. y 

It has also been confirmed 
by President Hartleb that 
smoking on campus will 
become a punishable offense. 

“The ban will be a punish- 
able offense once it is fully in 
place. We may, for spring 
semester, elect to emplace the 
ban on an honor system, with 
the understanding that in the 
fall it will become a punishable 
offense,” said Hartleb. 

Many students are not 
aware of the impending ban, 


See and page7 
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... Lit] will be a pun- 
ishable offense. 


-President Hartleb 


Ryan McBride photo 
Caution tape blocks off the bathroom hallway as workers remove the asbestos. 
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Give us two for one 


As we approach an upcoming 
election we must make the choice 
between voting for our mother or 
father. Let me explain. The 
democrats are like our mother. 
They want to coddle us with pub- 
lic healthcare, make our lives 
safer by banning trans fat, and 
making sure we all wear our seat- 
belts. On the other side of the 
coin, the republicans are like our 
father, wanting us to pull our- 
selves up by our “boot straps” and 
be rough and tumble blue collar 
types. 

At least on paper. 

But I propose a third path, a 
path to better ourselves. Personal 
freedom is the highest achieve- 


ment mankind can have. By 
embracing it we free ourselves 
from the oppressive bonds of 
those who would seek to control 
us. Whether they seek to do it by 
acting as our nannies or stern 
John Wayne style father figures 
we must transcend the simple 
political binary and seek the inner 
path. 

But one thing does remain the 
same, we must always protect the 
sanctity of the Second 
Amendment. For without the 
means to defend ourselves we 
cannot preserve our individual 
liberty. 

As the old adage goes, “I pro- 
tect my First Amendment rights, 
with my Second Amendment 
rights.” 
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While we attempt to publish all letters, 
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MCT Campus cartoon 


Would you give your cell number 
to NECC in case of an emergency? 


Ben Layton, General Studies 
“No, I got a house phone.” 


Myles Tandy, General Studies 
“Yes, only because I never answer 
my home phone number.” 


Maurice Music 
Option 

“Yes, just in case of a financial ° 
emergency or if someone you 


know is in trouble.” 


Peterson, 


Photos/Interviews by Hansel Lopez 


Jahaira Polanco, Business Mgt. 
and Hospitality 
“Of course, no doubt about it.” 


Kristina Coddens, Liberal Arts 
“Definitely, because I don’t want 
to come to school for no reason.” 


Ethan Santiago, Physical 
Education 
“Yeah, I already have. I don't 


know why it would be a prob- 
lem.” 
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The Republican empire strikes back 


All of a sudden it’s 
very fashionable to 


go Conservative 
By HANSEL LOPEZ 
Opinion Editor 


With less 
than two 
months (48 

_days from 
today) from 
the presiden- 
tial election, 
the nominees 
have to be 

- feeling the 

pressure. 

Barack Obama certainly is, as he 

has seen his comfortable lead in 
the polls start to slip away bit by 
bit. 

What has triggered this sud- 

' den change of heart in potential 

voters? Well what do you think; 

John McCain’s spanking new, 

amazing message of change 

(what?) and America’s love affair 

with Sarah Palin (huh?). That 
and the fact that the GOP spin 
doctors have been working over- 
time to make sure everything 

Obama says is distorted as much 

as possible for fear and smear 
purposes (duh). 


Alright short attention span 
generation, I’m pretty sure that 
we all remember that McCain’s 
original mantra seemed to be 
experience. He said he possessed 
much more foreign policy knowl- 
edge and that he was a POW for 
five years. I respect him for his 
bravery, and the fact that he was a 
POW makes him an American. 
However that being said I don’t 
think he should use that as a qual- 
ification to run for office. 

But then something hap- 
pened, McCain wasn’t feeling the 
more traditional Republican 
strategy that could link him to 
George W. Bush policies and 
decided to go radical and promote 
a vague promise of change. In 
other words he realized that he 
was putting people to sleep with 
his speeches and ripped off the 
change motif from _ the 
Democrats. Keep in mind that he 
was critical of Obama for using 
the idea of change and his celebri- 
ty image (McCain appearance on 
The View will be on the same day 
as his People magazine cover hits 
stands). 

I'd be lying if I said McCain 
pulled off this Republican 
upswing all by himself. The 
McCain team behind the scenes 
has been busy developing a series 
of ads in which Obama policies 


are made to seem shadier than 
they are. 

One of the ads states that 
Obama’s tax plan is going to raise 
taxes, when in reality it would 
actually cut taxes for most 
Americans and eliminate income 
tax for seniors making less than 
$50,000. Since the television 
says that Obama is going to raise 
taxes 51 percent of Americans 
polled by Washington Post-ABC 
news believed Obama is going to 
raise their taxes. The other ad 
claims that Obama supports sex 
education for kindergarteners, 
but the actual purpose of the pro- 
gram is to raise awareness in chil- 
dren against sexual advances 
from adults. 

Obama isn’t innocent either 
though as he has decided to fight 
fire with fire as the Democratic 
Party is releasing their own series 
of smear ads. Not the option I 
would have chosen but, people 
seem to believe these ads. 

What really has given McCain 
a boost is the introduction of his 
Vice Presidential nominee Sarah 
Palin, also known as a “hockey 
mom” (whatever that is) and the 
“moose lady” in certain circles. 
Who is Sarah Palin and how does 
she come into play all of a sud- 
den? And why did she come up 
with her tacky joke about the dif- 
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Sarah Palin fever has swept across the country seemingly overnight. 


Income tax reform on ballot 


ference between a pit bull and a 
hockey mom? 

What we seem to know is that 
she is the former Mayor of 
Wasilla, Alaska and that she’s 
been the governor for the last two 
years. Her ultra conservative and 
religious stance attracts many for- 
mer conservatives who were 
turned off by McCain’s maverick 
ways. I guess that’s why McCain 
is feeling confident enough to 
switch to a more liberal stance; 
either way he has a reenergized 
conservative base behind him. 
Apparently if your vice president 
nominee loves guns and moose 
burgers, you could do no wrong. 
Mitt Romney need not apply. 

We don’t know much about 
Palin as she’s been really reclusive 
about speaking with the press. I 
don’t mean to get preachy about 
journalism, but why doesn’t she 
want to talk to the press? People 
are going to eventually have to 
know something about her if she 
wants their vote. Little by little 
we're learning about her policy 
and personality, and what we do 
know aside from her love, of, uh 
hockey, snowmobiles, and hunt- 
ing, is that her teenage daughter 
is pregnant. I don’t think that 
hurts Palin’s chances at all actual- 
ly, I think it increases her folksy, 
everyman appeal because it 
shows she has flaws like everyone 
else and manages to keep it 
together. However it is egg on her 
face since in 2006 she stated her 
support of “abstinence only” sex 
education. 

She’s been in politics since 
1996 and she apparently has a lot 
of charisma. That's the only way I 
can explain how Palin fever has 
swept the nation. Somehow we're 
mesmerized by her dumbed 
down, relatable, straightforward 
person routine. Whatever, I don’t 
care, but I must warn that people 
thought the same about Bush, and 
look where that got us. I’m not 


saying she’s as dumb as Bush, but 


I’m not willing to take that chance 
again. 

Her policies only attract con- 
servatives. Here’s a look. She 


‘opposes abortion and same sex 


marriage. She actually went as far 
as supporting a non-binding ref- 
erendum for an amendment in 
the Alaskan constitution to deny 
state health benefits to same sex 
couples. During her tenure as 
Mayor of Wasilla she removed 
such books from the library as 
“Daddy’s Roommate” a book to 
help children understand homo- 
sexuality. That’s a little ignorant 
and self righteous if you ask me, 
but hey who am I to say, if the 
hockey mom thinks it’s immoral it 
has to be. 

It doesn’t stop there either. So 
far the most wonderful words that 
have come out of her mouth were 
that a war with Russia is a possi- 
bility in the scenario of an inva- 
sion of Georgia. Apparently 
restarting the cold war is as easy 
as hunting moose. While we're at 
it why don’t we start wars with 
Venezuela, Cuba and _ Iran 
because Iraq and Afghanistan 
aren't enough. I mean the lady 
believes in Bush’s preemptive 
strike tactic and claims that we're 
on a mission from God in the 
Middle East. 

I don’t mean to sound mor- 
bid, but McCain’s advanced age 
worries me a bit because what 
were to happen if he passed away 
while acting as president. All of a 
sudden we would have to face the 
scary reality of Palin as president. 
With her greatest hits collection 
of fiascos like the “bridge to 
nowhere,” the state trooper scan- 
dal and her reputation for firing 
public officials, there is a distinct 
possibility that we could have a 
president that makes Bush look 
like Ronald Reagan. 


ignorance.” 


“Behind every argument is someone’s 


-Louis D. Brandeis 


“I can win any argument on any topic, 
against any opponent. People know this, 
and steer clear of me at parties. Often as 
a sign of their great respect, they don't 


even invite me.” 


-Dave Barry 


simply not be offered. Ironically, local communities 
will have to compensate by raising property taxes to 
pay for schools and essential services; so in fact, 
there would be no real savings, only chaos. 

In 2002, a similar question on the ballot received 
45% of the vote, so it is not outrageous to think that 
this time the initiative may pass. 

Please VOTE NO on the Income Tax Repeal, and 
don’t stop there. Spread the word to family, friends, 
and neighbors. It’s essential that we work together to 
stop this short-sighted and damaging initiative. 


To the students, faculty, staff, and administration, 
“I learned an important lesson in the art 
of debate. Present your argument clearly, 
arm yourself with cutting wit and of 
course, bob and weave.” 

; -Takayuki Ikkaku 


This November, along with the much-publicized 
national election, a very important question will be 
on the ballot in Massachusetts. The question asks if 
you would like to eliminate the state income tax. 

Now I realize that in these trying economic 
times, that may sound like a fabulous idea. No one 
likes paying taxes. But the truth is that eliminating 
the state income tax would have devastating conse- 
quences. Twelve billion dollars in revenues would be 
lost, about 40 percent of the state budget 
(http://massteacher.org/campaign/). 

Public colleges like Northern Essex would be 
forced to reduce services and raise the cost of attend- 
: ing. Some class sizes would swell, while others would 


“Arguments are to be avoided; they are 


always vulgar and often convincing.” 
-Oscar Wilde 


Sincerely, 

Suzanne Van Wert 

President, Northern Essex Community College 
Professional Association 
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Gaming has come a long way 


Videogames have 
earned their spot in 


popular culture 


By HANSEL LOPEZ 
Opinions Editor 


The fans 
have decided 
with their dis- 
posable 
income and 
the verdict 
Y seems to be 
jis, ATE aia 
videogames 
have earned 
their place in 
‘the entertain- 
ment mantel along with movies, 
music and books. As far as I’m 
concerned videogames have long 
been part of this group, but its 
taken a lot longer for people to 
realize this. 

I think to be honest that since 
the release of the Famicom or the 
Nintendo Entertainment System 
as it was known as in the U.S. as it 
reenergized the industry after the 
crash of 1983 and it became one 
of the best selling consoles of all 
time. At one point one of four 
homes in America owned a 
Nintendo Entertainment Console 
and the industry thrived for the 
most part afterward. 

Granted there have been some 
flops throughout the years. The 
Atari Jaguar, Sega Saturn, the 


Virtual Boy and the Panasonic 
3Do were all horrible consoles 
that crashed and burned upon 
release and I wouldn't wish play- 
ing these to my worse enemy. 
That being said since 1985 the 
industry has grown at an incredi- 
ble rate. 

It’s no surprise that the gam- 
ing industry makes more money 
than Hollywood. Lets look at the 
number: Sony’s Playstation 2 has 
sold over 140 million units since 
its release in 2000. Sure the 
Playstation 2 is the best selling 
console of all time, but the 
Nintendo Wii is well on its way to 
surpass that record. The Wii has 
sold 29 million units since its 
release in November 2006 and 
retailers have not been able to 
keep up with the demand. 

And its not only Nintendo and 
Sony who have been having pay- 
days either. Microsoft's (as if Bill 
Gates needs more money) Xbox 
360 is the home of the hugely 
popular Halo series. Halo 3 
grossed $300 million in its first 
week alone and has gone on to sell 
8 million copies. Blizzard studios’ 
World of Warcraft has 10 million 
players each paying $15 a month 
just to play. I’m not much ofa fan 
of Warcraft, but I have to say that 
Blizzard is doing something right. 
On the business front at least 
videogame industry is ready to be 
a member of the entertainment 
core. 

I guess one of the reasons 
videogames haven’t gotten the 
attention they deserve is because 
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The Nintendo Wii is one of the reasons why videogaming has become mainstream. 


it is still viewed as a childish 
hobby. I would dismiss this idea 
as being no longer valid as games 
have evolved and have more focus 
on character development, epic 
Hollywood like theatrics and nar- 
rative. The proof is games like 
Bioshock (Steven Spielberg is a 


Start Here. Go Anywhere. UPS. 


NOW HIRING PART-TIME 


PACKAGE HANDLERS 
for Various Shifts at the UPS Chelmsford Facility 


Must be able to lift parcels weighing up to 70 Ibs 


Individuals with leadership potential can look forward to a rewarding career at UPS. 
Start as a part-time package handler and discover a world of opportunity 
with one of the world’s most successful companies! 


Our Benefits Package Includes: 
Medical & Dental * 401(K) * Tuition Assistance * Holidays Off 
Paid Vacations * UPS Bonus Program and Much More! 


EARN & 
LEARN 
Program 


Apply Online: 
upsjobs.com 


FOR MORE INFO: 978-441-3400 


An Equal Opportunity Employer 


The UPS Get up to $15,000 


in College Education Assistance! 


* UPS Earn & Learn Program guidelines apply 


90 BRICK KILN ROAD * CHELMSFORD, MA 


fan), Mass Effect, the Metal Gear 
Solid series and Half Life. And if 
you're a casual gamer there hasn’t 
been a better time to play since 
the arcade glory days. Games like 
Rock Band, Guitar Hero and a 
good portion of the Wii catalogue 
place more emphasis on fun, 


lighthearted gaming for friends 
and family. 

So whether you’re a hardcore 
or casual gamer (I'm somewhere 
in the middle) you've got to love 
that videogames have reached 
such a high plateau and that its 
not being looked down as much. 
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~ Student Life 
Open House 


Get Connected! 
Go beyond academics - enter Student Life! 


FREE GIVE AWAYS! (Limited Quantity) 
. FREE FOOD! 


- Join a Club! Join a Sport! Join Us! 
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CAMPUS BRIEFS 


Politics of the past 


Richard Padova, a member 
of the Department of History, 
Government, Economics and 
Philosophy, will open the White 
Fund fall 2008 lecture series on 
Sunday, Sept. 28 at 2p.m. at the 
Louise Heffner Fournier 
Education Center of Northern 
Essex Community College, 78 
Amesbury St., Lawrence. 
Richard's talk, entitled 
“Presidential Campaigns and 
Elections 19th Century Style,” 
will take guests back to yester- 
year for a trip down the presi- 
dential campaign trail. Find out 
about front-porch campaigns, 
whistle-stop tours, torchlight 
parades and more. 

Richard is a frequent com- 
munity speaker on topics deal- 
ing with history and politics. He 
also wrote a book last year, First 
In The Nation, which chroni- 
cled his experiences as a volun- 
teer on seven presidential cam- 
paigns. He is currently writing 
an updated edition, scheduled 
for release next fall, which will 
detail his volunteer experiences 
on the Obama campaign, his 
eighth. Richard was also a vol- 
unteer at the Democratic 
National Convention in Denver 
last month, and his experiences 
from the convention will also be 
included in the updated edition. 


Contemporary 
Affairs Club 


Contemporary Affairs 
Club is having its first meet- 
ing Wednesday, Sept. 17, 
12-1in the afternoon. Room 
C-108. Officers will be elect- 
ed and pizza will be eaten. 


Sights and sounds 
_of Latin America 


Celebrate the culture of 
Latin America with a series 
of events on Sept. 19 and 20. 

On Sept. 19 from 5p.m. 
to 9p.m. in the 1st. floor of 
the building at 90 
Washington St, Haverhill, 
MA. See paintings by the 
Colombian artist 
Osorio. 

And on Sept. 20, from 
2p.m. - 7p.m. in Gar Park 
next to the Haverhill Senior 
Citizen Center on route 125 
& Winter Street for music, 
dancers, and fun. 


Javier 


Does your campus organiza- 
tion or office have something to 
announce in Campus Briefs? 
Please e-mail information to 
observer@necc.mass.edu. Be 
sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 


Women’s retirement savings 


Advice for women 
looking to save 


money for retirement 


By DIANE STAFFORD 
MCT Campus 


KANSAS CITY, Mo. — More 
women than men outlive their 
savings, partly because they tend 
to live longer. But women's work 
histories also set the stage for 
financially pinched retirement 
years. 

As a group, U.S. women work 
fewer years than men, and they're 
more likely to work in part-time or 
lower-paying jobs. Many women, 
therefore, build up fewer Social 
Security credits for retirement 
benefits. 

And, because women are more 
likely to cycle in and out of the 
labor force for family care-giving 
reasons, they're less likely to accu- 
mulate sizable employer-spon- 
sored pensions, assuming they 
even work in jobs that offer pen- 
sions. Thus, they end up with less 
pension income to supplement 
Social Security. 

Financial advisers emphasize 
that Social Security alone won't be 
enough to maintain one's pre- 
retirement standard of living 
which means that women, like 
men, need to build personal 
retirement savings, starting as 
early in their work lives as they 
can. 
That's not easy advice to fol- 
low, especially for single heads of 
households in lower-paying jobs 
who need all their income to pay 
bills. Even so, financial advisers 
have one response to women who 
say they can't afford to save any 
money for retirement: 

You can't afford not to. 

Here are the stories of women 
from several walks of life who 
have heard that warning. 

Pay yourself first. 

Sharon Holmes, 32, took that 
message to heart last year. When 
she moved to a new job, she 
immediately put the amount of 
her raise into her employer's prof- 
it sharing plan. 

“Instead of pocketing it, I said 
I'm going to ignore the fact that I 
got this extra money,” Holmes 
said. “I didn't have to give up any- 
thing because I never saw it. You 
can't miss what you didn't have.” 

In just one year, by investing 
the added income from her pro- 
motion and a 5 percent raise, 
Holmes has put several thousand 
dollars toward her retirement. The 
feat is noteworthy in that she and 
her husband, married five years, 
have a blended family of six chil- 
dren, ages 12 to 19. 

“I've been at the place of not 
having anything at all,” said 
Holmes, who received job and 
financial counseling through the 
Women's Employment Network 
in Kansas City. “Gradually, I've 
become more financially sound 
and learned to make better deci- 
sions.” 

Holmes, who recently became 
an assistant vice president at 
Solutions Bank, acknowledges 
that at her age and with her fami- 
ly circumstances, “it's very diffi- 
cult to focus on retirement when 
living in the here and now and 
dealing with everyday activities 
and needs.” 


But Holmes’ exposure to 
financial planning caused her to 
drink the retirement savings Kool- 
Aid: She is a believer in paying 
yourself first. 

Robin Coleman, a credit man- 
ager for Bushnell Corp., is another 
pay-yourself-first disciple. She 
started saving when she was 26. 
At 28, she began investing in a 
401(k) retirement account. 

“I started to read books and 
educate myself on retirement 
planning,” said Coleman, now 48. 
“I worked at Ford for 18 years and 
have a defined benefit pension 
that should pay $2,500 a month. 
But I'm still thinking that any- 
thing could happen, so I'm not 
counting on that alone.” 

Coleman is trying to save $600 
a month, an amount that's made 
possible partly because she also 
branched out into investing in real 
estate. A single woman, Coleman 
started by buying and rehabbing a 
house, then another, and now she 
has several properties that provide 
rental income. 

“I started out saving just $25 a 
pay period, then increased that 
each year by paying myself first,” 
she said, adding that it may be 
“Utopia to think of saving $1 mil- 
lion,” but she thinks she has a shot 
at it before she retires. 

Live off the interest. 

Trish Tataryn also started sav- 
ing for retirement in her mid 20s. 
In her mid-30s, she became what 
she calls a “disciplined” and 
“aggressive” saver. 

Now 43, she puts money into a 
Simple IRA, a savings instrument 
available to business owners, and 
a Roth IRA. The owner of a labo- 
ratory that makes appliances and 
retainers for orthodontists, 
Tataryn last year put $16,700 into 
those two accounts. 

She and her husband live on 15 
acres near Weston, Mo., where 
they expect to pay off their home 
in four years. Her goal is to contin- 
ue saving aggressively and retire 
comfortably by age 55. She and 
her husband want to travel 
throughout North America in a 
recreational vehicle. 

“I'm hoping to live off the 
interest ... and anything we get 
from Social Security would be a 
bonus,” she said. 


To get to that point, Tataryn 
said, they made the decision to 
live frugally and stay out of debt. 

“I stay away from malls and 
shopping centers unless I need 
something specific and don't 
tempt myself by browsing,” she 
said, adding that they don't buy 
new cars, and they drive their used 
cars until they won't go anymore. 

“I doubt anyone would ever 
think that we were financially fit 
based on the cars we drive and our 
lifestyle, but that is not important 
to us,” she said, emphasizing that 
“we are your average Joes ... any- 
thing we have we have gotten for 
ourselves no inheritance or help 
from family.” 

Reinvent yourself. 

An entrepreneurial drive to 
build a business and take respon- 
sibility for herself propels Marti 
Miller, a career coach and inde- 
pendent fashion consultant who 
lives in Olathe. 

Miller retired from a job with 
Exxon Mobil in 1992, then went to 
work for an outplacement compa- 
ny. Next, she started two consult- 
ing businesses. Now in her 60s, 
Miller is married to a man who is 
retired and older than her. 

Miller said she had to 
acknowledge the actuarial likeli- 
hood that her husband will prede- 
cease her, so she has concentrated 
on her businesses to help supple- 
ment the Social Security income 
they're drawing now. 

“My businesses play two roles 
in my life: They provide an alter- 
nate source of income and give me 
the satisfaction of helping others,” 
Miller said. “I also think I repre- 
sent the baby boomer generation 
who will reinvent themselves and 
find meaningful activities follow- 
ing their ‘formal’ retirement. We 
will not necessarily follow our par- 
ents’ example of ‘leisure’ retire- 
ment.” 

Grab the ‘free’ money. 

Fourteen years ago, without 
warning, Nancy Baker's 45-year- 
old husband died, leaving her with 
two children. After the early waves 
of grief subsided, she dug into 
financial planning books and 
remembered that she actually 
likes dealing with finances. 

While their children were 
young, Baker said, she'd often 


Daniel Potocki photo 
Did you know that Adobe Photoshop does not support the unauthorized manipula- 


tion of images containing United States legal tender banknotes. 


brushed aside her CPA husband's 
attempts to “show me his spread- 
sheets. I always thought I'd pay 
attention later when I had time.” 

That time came sooner than 
she expected, but when it did, she 
found she was prepared. 

“We were savers. We had life 
insurance policies on each other. 
We'd lived below our means and 
only spent money on things that 
truly were of value to us,” Baker 
said. “And I'd always kept work- 
ing, at least part time, so I was ina 
good position to get back into the 
job market.” 

Above all, Baker, now in her 
late 50s, has kept putting the max- 
imum amount she can into the 
403(b) retirement savings plans at 
the hospital where she works as a 
medical technologist. 

“I keep telling the younger 
workers in the lab to take advan- 
tage of the ‘free’ money from the 
employer match, and I'm a big 
proponent of Roth IRAs,” Baker 
said. “I started one for myself and 
one for each of my kids. I've been 
to enough financial seminars to 
know that the earlier you start 
saving, the better.” 

Turn to experts. 

Mary Reusser, 59, has spent 
part of her adult life as a twice- 
divorced, single mother. After her 
first divorce, she said, she was 
employed and still felt young, 
holding the notion that she had 
many more years of work ahead 
before she had to worry about 
retirement security. 

“After my second 
divorce, I became more aware of 
the need to take care of myself,” 
Reusser said. “I'd been investing 
in a 401(k) and rolling over my 
savings when I changed jobs, but I 
knew I needed more.” 

Reusser, a __ professional 
recruiter in the life sciences indus- 
try, said one of the best things she 
did was to begin a counseling rela- 
tionship with a financial planner, 
who helps her make investment 
choices. 

“Money, to a lot of women, is 
emotional. An adviser helps take 
the emotion out,” she said. “And 
my adviser always tells me to take 
care of myself first. That wasn't 
always easy to do.” 
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“mixes ASbestos in NECC 


Compiled by the Observer staff from AP 
wire reports 


Wall Street struggles 
to maintain 


NEW YORK _ The demise 
of two venerable Wall Street 
giants reverberated around 
the city Monday as thousands 
of financial workers awoke to 
find legendary companies in 
upheaval, jobs in jeopardy 
and the city braced for the 
economic ripple effect from 
catastrophe in its leading 
industry. ’ 

Mired in the credit crisis, 
94-year-old financial services 
firm Merrill Lynch & Co. 
abruptly agreed to sell itself to 
Bank of America while 158- 
year-old investment bank 
Lehman Brothers Holdings 
Inc, filed for bankruptcy pro- 
tection. The disintegration of 
the two firms and the poten- 
tial loss of thousands of jobs 
will trim municipal and state 
tax coffers and rock the New 
York City economy with 
repercussions in the com- 
muter communities of New 
Jersey and Connecticut. 

With more than one-third 
of total city salaries and wages 
originating in the financial 
and insurance sectors, Wall 
Street's crisis affects virtually 
everyone from deliverers of 
shoeshines, deli food and 
flowers to purveyors of $300 
Bordeaux, $3,000 suits and 
$3 million condominiums. 

The average Wall Street 
salary was $387,000 last year, 
according to the city comp- 
troller, in an industry in 
which $1 million bonuses are 
not uncommon. And, as 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
pointed out at a news confer- 
ence Monday, “It's generally 
believed that one Wall Street 
job helps create two or three 


other jobs.” 
Such is not the case with 
Lehman Brothers, where 


25,000 jobs, some 12,000 of 
them in New York, are expect- 
ed to be lost in the company's 
liquidation. 

Throughout the day, 
employees. carrying tote bags, 
suitcases and boxes packed 
with contents of desks and 
offices streamed out of 
Lehman's Times Square-area 
headquarters. Standing near 
Lehman's main entrance and 
offering his business card to 
employees, Adam Connors, a 
partner in the Spire executive 
search firm, said he'd met one 
guy whose first day at Lehman 
was Monday. “I'm just trying 
to help out,” he said. "It's 
tough for these people.” 
However, he said, “There's 
always someone on the other 


end of the trade. So, there will 
be pockets of opportunities.” 


Continued from Page 1 


“During the removal process, 
the affected areas will be sealed 
and air quality will be tested for 
several days to ensure there are 
no issues.” said Hudson. 

Some staff were still con- 
cerned about safety as evidenced 
by an email that was later sent 
from the NECC Announcements 
email account. 

“Over the past few days some 
employees have expressed safety 
concerns regarding the removal of 
the old floor tiles that have some 
asbestos in them in Buildings B, 
C, & E. Please be assured that the 
College has taken all precautions 
to make certain that this tile 
removal is handled in the safest 


It is completely safe, and no one should 


be worried. 


-David Hartleb 


and the most efficient manner 
possible.” the Email stated. 

Further, it went on to say that 
if professors felt it wasn’t safe, 
they could use sick leave or vaca- 
tion time to have a leave of 
absence. 

Many students had no idea of 
the reason behind the changes. 

“T didn’t even know there was 


Kicking your 


Continued from Page 1 


and reactions are mixed. 

“IT think it’s ridiculous; it’s 
moronic. The majority of people 
here are over 18. Plus who is it 
really bothering?” commented 
Tom Varano. 

For the time being it is unde- 
cided as to when the ban will be 
fully put into place, but once it is 
in place, students will be notified. 

“We are in college, we should 
be viewed as adults.” said 
Danielle Dousette. 

The ban comes as part of a 


school sponsored wellness initia- 
tive. The initiative will include 
resources for smokers who want 
to quit, like free smoking session 
programs. 

“There are already rules for 
smoking on campus in‘place, why 
are they trying to modify it?” 
asked Evan McCain before com- 
menting, “I’m not a smoker and it 
doesn’t bother me.” 

The forthcoming ban will also 
pose a problem for the people 
who have to enforce it, namely 
NECC Security. 

“Having a ban or not having a 


any of that in [the school].” Said 


Mario Valdez. 


The rest of the hallway floor- 
ing will be removed and replaced 
over winter break. As of now there 


are no health concerns. 


“It is completely safe, and 
no one should be worried.” said 


President David Hartleb. 


ash 


ban is a no win situation, no one 
will ever be completely happy.” 
said Campus Chief of Security Bill 
Blouin. “Some people have been 
smoking since age 10, and you 
will not be able to tell them they 
can’t. The ban will be very hard to 
enforce and people will just start 
hiding their smoking like a high 
school bathroom. There really is 


no right answer.” 


President Hartleb admits that 
the ban will cause something of 
an uproar but feels that in the end 


it is for the best. 


Keeping your cash 


By DAN SERRA 
MCT Campus 


Have you ever tried to plan 
something months in advance 
and find yourself doing every- 
thing at the last minute? 
Apparently, that long-term type 
of thinking fails with money too. 

We are more successful in 
meeting our financial goals when 
we make them short-term instead 
of long-term, according to 
research by Rice University and 
Old Dominion University. 
Participants in a study who 
planned to save a certain amount 
each month were more successful 
than those who planned to save a 


set amount for a year later. In. 


fact, the month-to-month savers 
ended up saving more over the 


long-term. 

"Our ~ study shows _ that 
Americans are better at saving 
money when they are thinking 
about it month-to-month, on an 
ongoing basis rather than a long- 
term goal," said Paul Dholakia, 
associate professor at Rice's 
Jones Graduate School of 
Management. 

This research points to the 
need to think of long-term goals 
as an end rather than a means. 
Tiny steps need to be taken along 
the way, such as figuring out the 
goal and making monthly, or 
weekly, steps to meeting it. 

For example, saving for a 
$2,000 vacation in a year or plan- 
ning to pay off a $2,000 debt ina 
year is more successful if $166 is 
saved every month for 12 months, 
or $42 a week for a year. To be 


more disciplined, put the money 
in a separate savings account. 

When you see what you need 
to save every week you become 
more aware of your expenses to 
make sure you have that amount 
left over to put into that savings 
account. 

"It will be painful, but like that 
mortgage or car-loan payment, 
we need to start thinking about a 
savings transfer every pay peri- 
od," Dholakia said. 

Like everything else in life, 
controlling our minds is more 
important than responding to 
emotions and letting our emo- 
tions trick us into believing we 
will eventually reach our goal. 
Implant in your mind now a sys- 
tematic way of meeting your goals 
to extinguish irrational thinking. 


Police called for domestic 
dispute, broken sunroof 


September 4, 2008 - 
Books reported missing 
from B-216 


September 10, 2008 


- A car sunroof was 
reported as being bro- 
ken. 5 


September 12, 2008 


- The police were called 
to end a domestic dis- 
pute in lot number one, 
next to the Tech 


Center. 


With the help of Eagle 
Security, this security 
log has been released to 
inform students and 
staff about the incidents 
requiring assistance 
from Eagle Security at 
the NECC campus in 
Haverhill. This log cov- 
ers incidents between 


Sept. 4 through Sept. 12. 


Compiled by the Observer staff from AP 
wire reports 


In wake of Ike some 
call for Cuban aid 


MEXICO CITY _ Not even 
Hurricane Ike, a storm that has 
laid waste to a swath of the 
Caribbean, has been able to 
cast aside the hostile stalemate 
between the U.S. and Cuba's 
authoritarian regime. 

Cuban authorities reported 
that Ike destroyed hundreds of 
homes and left four dead as it 
tore through the island en 
route to the U.S. Gulf Coast 
where it was expected to make 
landfall. 

In addition to this wake of 
destruction, Ike has left a 
stormy debate in the U.S. gov- 
ernment and the Cuban exile 
community over how to assist 
Cuban victims. 

Farther east in Haiti, the 
USS Kearsarge dispatched heli- 
copters and amphibious boats 
to deliver food Tuesday and 
helped tackle a growing 
humanitarian crisis caused by 
widespread flooding that has 
left at least 330 dead. 

But Cuba has always been a 
little more complicated. 

After Hurricane Gustav 
jolted Cuba last week, the U.S, 
offered about $100,000 in 
humanitarian aid. The State 
Department said Tuesday that 
it is considering additional 
assistance to address damage 
caused by Ike. 

But the aid comes with one 
condition: that the money not 
be distributed by the Cuban 
government, but through inde- 
pendent nonprofit groups. 

Cuba rejected those condi- 
tions, which gave former 
Cuban President Fidel Castro 
yet another opportunity to 
indirectly blast the U.S., saying 
“our enemies are rubbing their 
hands cynically” after the 
storms. 

With hurricane aid now a 
political football, Venezuelan 
President Hugo Chavez a U.S. 
foil and socialist ally of Cuba 
jumped into the fray by offer- 
ing an unspecified amount of 


assistance. Russia, another 
U.S. antagonist, also has 
chipped in. 


Venezuela “has adopted 
measures that constitute the 
most generous gesture of soli- 
darity that our nation has 
seen,” Castro wrote in an arti- 
cle published in Granma, 
Cuba's official state newspaper. 

The State Department said 
Tuesday that it is considering 
additional options after Ike's 
toll becomes clearer. But offi- 
cials have publicly affirmed all 
week that they expect no 
change in U.S. policy because 
of the hurricanes. 
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MMA Academy proves dynamic 


An inside look at a 
local mixed martial 


arts academy 


By SARA PRESCOTT 
Features Editor 


Forms of 
mixed mar- 
tial arts have 
been around 
for thousands 
of years. It 
has evolved 
to the now 
popular sport 
that surged 
its way onto the mainstream in 
1993 with the founding of 
Ultimate Fighting 


Championship. Successful ath- 
letes combine key concepts of 
multiple forms of martial arts. 
Training is also important to 
the safety and achievement of 
each athlete. Gyms that focus 
on this sort of fighting and also 
form teams are being estab- 
lished all over the country, and 
the world, at climbing rates as 
the sport's popularity contin- 
ues to rise. A local gym pre- 
pares their athletes with 
intense, dedicated workouts 
while simultaneously preserv- 
ing integrity and instilling val- 
ues. 

Based out of Methuen, 
Kenpo Academy is filled with 
committed athletes and takes 
on new members at a stagger- 


ing rate. It all started when 
Jeff Soucie shifted his focus to 
martial arts seven years ago. 
He found an outlet in the sport 
for all kinds of anxiety and 
anger. 

“It changed my life,” com- 
mented Soucie when reflecting 
on the beginning of this expe= 
rience. 

Four to five guys would 
assemble at his house and 
train whole-heartedly for a 
couple years with the goal of 
Team Fury in the back of their 
minds. Two years later, the 
academy is pushing’ on 
stronger than ever, instructing 
kids and adults of all ages. Jeff 
has been competing profes- 
sionally for six months along 


Sara Prescott photo 
Jeff Soucie and Ricky Hines wrestle while fellow members watch from the side 
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Shown above is the large gym area in the Kenpo 
Academy where students train to hone their skills. 


with his fellow members of 
Team Fury. 

Putting in one-hundred and 
ten percent into each training 
session is all these guys know, 
leaving their blood and sweat 
behind as evidence. Making 
the team is no easy task, at a 
recent practice I witnessed 
another member earn his posi- 
tion on the team. The require- 
ments for making the team 
include knowing the material 
and proper moves, as well as 
demonstrate dedication to the 
gym and show up for practices 
consistently while displaying 
respect for others, exhibit 
well-mannered behavior and 
follow the rules of the gym. 

On the contrary of many 
beliefs about the sport, it is not 
just about beating the crap out 
of their opponent. Each mem- 
ber shows respect for their 
competitors and understands 
the terms of agreement. Soucie 
emphasizes the importance of 


“bringing back honor to the 
sport,” for this sport has the 
ability to transform the lives of 
those who compete. Self-disci- 
pline, endurance and respect is 
learned, understood and dis- 
played by each member of the 
gym. Another prominent 
aspect of the sport is the cama- 
raderie between the fighters 
and the support that each finds 
in their family and friends. 
Thanks to years of hard 
work by Master Lenny Demers, 
Jeff Soucie and the dedicated 
members of Team Fury and 
Kenpo Academy, they have 
proven themselves to be 
respectable athletes and a 
force within the MMA commu- 
nity. If you would like to expe- 
rience it yourself, you can 
check out Team Fury at a few 
of their upcoming fights at 
Rockingham Park on 
September 26 and a following 
event on November 1 or you 
can visit www.massmma.net. 


Top 5 jobs with an associate 


In demand and 
rewarding careers 
with associate 


With the beginning of a new 
academic year many new stu- 
dents are faced with the decision 
to declare a major. Along with 
that, returning students are anx- 
iously awaiting their graduation 
dates and entering the workforce 
with their education in tow. For 
some, this decision does not 
come easy, and most have no 
understanding what they want to 
do or what career to pursue. 
Many resources have compiled 
similar lists that suggest careers 
that are not only in demand but 
are also the best-paying for asso- 


ciate degree recipients, The fol- 


lowing list was composed with 
the help of the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics and many websites that 
shared the same consensus of 
prevelant careers: 

5. Engineering Technician-- 
$49,400: Starting off the list, an 
engineering technician performs 
many research and development 
related tasks. This includes deal- 
ing with equipment, carrying out 
experiments, collecting data and 
recording it. 

4. Registered Nurse-- 
$52,330: RNs must have at least 
an associate degree in nursing 
and have passed the national 
licensing examination. 

3. Diagnostic medical sonog- 
rapher--$52,490: Also known as 
ultrasonographers- provide the 
digital imagery for pregnancies 
and other medical uses. 

2. Dental Hygienist-- 


$58,350: This is seen to be one of 
the fastest growing occupations 
in the past few years. It includes 
providing routine services dur- 
ing various dental appointments. 
To be registered one must pass 
both written and clinical exams. 

1. Computer Technician-- 
$59,480: Topping off the list, 
computer technicians perform a 
range of functions from technical 
support to network security. An 
associate degree from a comput- 
er-related field is neccesary for 
this career. - 

Those are just a few examples 
of the various careers that are 
accessible with an associate 
degree. So, the next time you are 
pondering what you want to do 
with your education, think of 
these examples and ones related 
to them, because the opportuni- 
ties are endless, and many are 
offered here at NECC. 


5. Engineering Technician 


4. Registered Nurse 


3. Diagnostic Medical 
Sonographer 


2.Dental Hygienist 


1. Computer Technician 


Arts & Entertainment 
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Tropic Thunder impresses 


Satire pokes fun at 


—_—_—_——— 


actors who take roles 


too seriously 

By HANSEL LOPEZ 

Opinions Editor 

On paper 

at least 
= Loeerp 1c 
Thunder” 
seems like a 
mess; an 
action/come- 


dy hybrid that 
also serves as a 
parody of the 
film industry, 
yet somehow 
comes together perfectly, making 
it the funniest movie of the year 
so far. 

Within the movie inside a 
movie premise, Ben Stiller (who 
also co-wrote and directs) plays 
Tugg Speedman, a washed up 
action film star who figures he can 
reignite his career by starring in 
what will be known as “the most 
expensive fake true war movie 
ever.” 

Unfortunately for him the 


| production is five months behind 
schedule after four days of shoot- 
ing, he has to deal with fellow 
egotistical actors, and he is 
threatened by possible cancella- 
tion. 

Joining Speedman in the film- 
ing of this disaster is Robert 
Downey Jr. as Kirk Lazarus, an 
Australian method actor who is so 
committed to his craft that he has 
a hard time distinguishing his 
character from his real self. His 
portrayal of African American 


| Sgt. Lincoln Osiris is hysterical 


without being offensive due to 


Downey's stellar acting. 


They are rounded out by burnt 
out comedian Jeff Portnoy (Jack 
Black), and Brandon T. Jackson's 
Alpa Chino (say that out loud), a 
rapper turned actor who con- 
stantly bickers with Lazarus over 
his casting as Sgt. Osiris. All of 
this is grounded down by Jay 
Baruchel who plays’ Kevin 
Sandusky, the only actor on the 
set who bothered to read the 
script and check his ego before 
stepping on set. 

Aside from poking fun at 
Hollywood stars and their exag- 
gerated demands (such as 
Speedman's agent making sure he 
has TiVo while on location in 
Vietnam), the movie industry's 
inner workings is also addressed. 
This is evident when Lazarus 
explains to Speedman how to play 
a mentally challenged character 
without overacting it; and how 
this usually leads to an Oscar. 

Hollywood's obsession with 
money is also addressed when 
Tom Cruise's Len Grossman, a big 
time movie executive, explains to 
Speedman's agent (played bril- 
liantly by Matthew 
McConaughey) that the studio 
would make more profit by letting 
Speedman die in the jungle and 
file for life insurance than release 
the movie altogether. There are 
also, ironically, many product 
placements throughout the 
movie, such as Apple's Ipod, Sony 
Blu-Ray, Nintendo's Wii, and 
TiVo. 

“Tropic Thunder” may be a lit- 
tle too offensive or controversial 
for some due to its coarse lan- 
guage and interesting portrayal of 
the movie industry. But then 
again, art isn't supposed to be 
safe, particularly when it's a 
satire, which I feel is especially 
needed in today's era of block- 
buster films. 


Gourteny of MIYCraaeaeaieae 
Ben Stiller, center, Brandon T. Jackson, left, and Robert Downey Jr., right, in the 
movie-industry spoof "Tropic Thunder.” 


Art exhibits currently on display 


Bentley Library 


| exhibiting art 


throughout the year 


By MErISSA LIVERMORE- 


JOHNSON 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


Te he 
Bentley 
Library, locat- 
fed on the 
Northern 
Sires sen, x 
Community 
Cio Inlielgie 
Haverhill 
campus, is 
holding vari- 
ous art shows throughout the 
2008-2009 school year, one of 
which is currently available for 
viewing with Steve Palmatier as 
the artist on display for 
September. 

Palmatier hails from Salem, 
Mass., is 29 years old, and has 
‘Many paintings on display on 
various websites, including 
http://www.artbreak.com/palma 
tier. The Artspace website says, 


“Palmatier's emotionally- 
charged, psychological land- 
scapes colorfully conjure a living 
abstract world where thought 
and feeling define reality.” 
Palmatier's art is currently on 
display in the library from 8 a.m. 
to 9 p.m. Monday - Thursday, 
Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., and 
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Library Director, Linda Shea, 
and- exhibit manager, Linda 
Germain met to discuss plans for 
the upcoming school. year. 
Several local artists have 
expressed interest in solo and 
group shows at the ArtSpace, 
including book artists, a sculp- 
ture group and several painters 
and 2-d artists. If you are inter- 
ested in submitting a proposal for 
a show please send your submis- 
sion packet to: bentleyartspace@ 
hotmail.com. The proposal 
should include: Artist's Resume 
and/or Bio, Statement of exhibit 
idea, and 5 to 10 low resolution 
images. 

Good luck to all that apply, 
and make sure you visit the 
exhibits yourself, if only to look at 
a pretty picture, to improve your 
own art, or to critique the art of 
fellow students and artists. 


Coutteay oe artbreak.com 
Steve Palmatier’s painting Creepy ( but effective) on display now in the Bentley 


Library 
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Ha ha, Hollywood 


The latest gossip 
from the streets of 


celebrity central 


By MErIssA LIVERMORE- 
JOHNSON 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


These past few weeks in 
Hollywood news have brought 
many conflicts and disappoint- 
ments. 

The Movie Voice Guy 
Dies: Don LaFontaine, the highly 
sought-after voice-over artist 
whose sonorous-voiced narration 
on several thousand movie trail- 
ers earned him the title of "The 
Trailer King,” has died at the age 
of 68. 

Tommy Lee Jones 
Lawsuit: Tommy Lee Jones is 
suing the makers of "No Country 
for Old Men” for more than $10 
million that the Oscar-winning 
actor claims he is owed for star- 
ring in the 2007 hit crime thriller. 
The lawsuit against Paramount 
Pictures claims that Jones was 
promised "significant box-office 
bonuses" and other compensation 
depending upon the success of 
the film, which went on to make 
more than $160 million. 


Stephanie Meyer puts 
Midnight Sun on hold indefi- 
nitely: Author Stephanie Meyer, 
writer of the best-selling young 
adult "Twilight" books, has put 
the fifth and final installment in 
the series on hold in protest after 
a partial draft was posted on the 
Internet. Meyer, the U.S. author 
of "Twilight" and its sequels "New 
Moon," "Eclipse" and "Breaking 
Dawn," said she had a good idea 
of how the leak of "Midnight Sun" 


the Phoenix Suns center retiring 
in 729 days, when his contract 
expires following the 2009-10 
season 

Anna Nicole Smith's 
Daughter Celebrates 
Birthday: On Dannielynn's sec- 
ond birthday, Larry Birkhead 
opens up in the latest issue of Us 
Weekly, on newsstands now, 
about raising Anna Nicole Smith's 
little girl and shares with Us his 
own family album of their time 


ee 


“Deaths, lawsuits, birthdays, retire- 
ment, and drama all wrapped up in the 
latest Hollywood tabloid news” 


had happened as so few copies 
had left her hands and each was 
unique. Stephanie Meyer was 
quoted to say on her website, "I 
feel too sad about what has hap- 
pened to continue working on 
"Midnight Sun," and so it is on 
hold indefinitely." 

Shaq Says When He's 
Retiring: News out of Florida has 


together. "When I take pictures of 
her she likes looking at them just 
like her mom did," Birkhead tells 
Us. "Some days I think she looks 
just like her," he says of the tot, 
who turned 2 on Sept. 7. 

That’s the latest newsworthy 
stories from Hollywood land, 
until next time, enjoy. 


Dearth is ready to 
prove their worth 


_ Former members of 
Shot Down Sun give 


it another go 


By HANSEL LOPEZ 
Opinions Editor 


The rock 
genre can be a 
fickle one, 
that's why an 
up and com- 
ing band like 
Dearth has to 
be crafty in 
order to find a 
niche for 


themselves. 

Dearth seems well suited for 
the internet and short attention 
span age as they understand DIY 
(do it yourself) ethics, have a pos- 
itive attitude and a killer mix of 
- .death metal and hardcore punk. 

It doesn't hurt that Dearth is 
a super group amongst the local 
scene as vocalist Alex Aro states, 
“It's hard starting a new band 
and getting out there but it's been 
a little easier to break out into the 
local scene because people know 
we used to be in Shot Down Sun.” 

Dearth features Aro and 
bassist Matt Feugill from popular 
locals Shot Down Sun. Guitarists 
Bobby Hoffman and Eric from 
Always and Forever, another 
scene band, and drummer Eric B. 

Before Shot Down Sun decid- 
ed to call it quits they were on the 
verge of breaking into the nation- 


al circuit. They had signed with 
an indie label and were sharing 
the stage with established bands 
like The Red Chord and All Shall 
Perish. 

Member changes and drama 
in the New Hampshire rock scene 
started taking its toll on the band 
“we had a really good scene a few 
years ago, but then clubs started 
shutting down, bands broke up.” 

After the break up Aro shifted 
his focus on writing a novel, 


process and listening to bands 
like August Burns Red and 
Massachusetts hardcore legends 
Converge. 

The theme of their songs 
seem to be what Aro sees in soci- 
ety “there's a lack of intelligence, 
a lack of aspiration, a complete 
lack of good hearted people. The 
lyrics are about opening your 
eyes to reality and becoming a 
better person.” 

Although they still haven't 
found a label, Dearth is confident 
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“It’s hard starting a new band and get- 
ting out there, but it’s been a little easi- 
er to break out into the local scene 
because people know we used to be in 


Shot Down Sun” 


-Alex Aro 


which he hopes to complete next 
month, when he was approached 
by Hoffman with the idea of 
starting Dearth since he and Eric 
had left Always and Forever due 
to creative differences. 

Dearth quickly made it appar- 
ent that it was its own separate 
entity by showing musical and 
lyrical improvements over Shot 
Down Sun and Always and 
Forever as evidenced in crushing 
songs like “You never meant 
much” and “Modern Horrors.” 

Aro attributes this growth toa 
more democratic songwriting 


about the future as they are 
working on a new EP and the 
New Hampshire scene is coming 
back “there's a new scene on the 
horizon with new bands and 
styles. We'll see where it goes 
from there” says Aro. 

Dearth is currently working 
on an EP, searching for label sup- 
port and playing as many shows 
as possible. But it seems that 
there is something else motivat- 
ing the band as Aro says, “the 
ultimate goal is to make honest 
music, to make something fresh 
that people can enjoy and get 
something from.” 


Release Dates 


DVDs: 

September 16th, 2008: 
88 minutes 

The Love Guru 

Made of Honor 

Pushing Daisies Season 1 
Hulk 

Will and Grace Season 8 
September 23rd, 2008: 
Sex and the City 
Leatherheads 

Deception 

Boston Legal Season 4 
Two and a Half Men Season 4 


Books: 

Week of September 22: 

Izzy and Lenore: Two Dogs, an Unexpected Journey, and Me 
by Jon Katz 

Letter to My Daughter by Maya Angelou 

Mother Warriors: A Nation of Parents Healing Autism Against 
All Odds by Jenny McCarthy 

Night of Thunder by Stephen Hunter 

Week of September 29: 

21 Nights by Prince 

Lucky One by Nicholas Sparks 

Nation by Terry Pratchett 

Hounded to Death: A Novel by Rita Mae Brown 


CDs: 

September 23, 2008: 

Plain White T's- Big Bad World 
Everlast- Love, War and the Ghost of Whitey Ford 
Cold War Kids- Loyalty to Loyalty 
Dynamite Club- Fusion Era 
September 30, 2008: 

T-Pain- Thr33 Ringz 

Bayside- Shudder 

Anberlin- New Surrender 

James Taylor- Covers 


Lead singer and band co-founder, Alex Aro, working 
hard at a show. 


Welcome to Falling Rock National Park by Kid Shay 
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DREAM NATION by LOUIS COPPOLA 


WELL SCIENCE 
IS ALITILE LATE, 
MARTHA..IVé BEEN |= 
MARRIED TO AN 
INVISIBLE MAN 


SCIENCE 
IS CLOSE TO 
UNVEILING 


INVISIBLE 


“First call the Coast Guard — then you can 
reprimand me for not picking up the dry cleaning.” 


“Roz, my phone is in the backpack — use your 
good arm to call and get a line on tonight’s game!” : 


Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Bivouac beds 
5 Gather 

10 Elevator man? 

14 On the apex of 

15 Maui neighbor 

16 Climatic region 

17 Mets stadium 

18 Gain time 

19 Killer whale 

20 Sawbuck 

22 Agassi’s game 

24 Peruvian beast 

25 Superlative 
suffix 

28 Peachy! 

29 Actor Wallach 

30 “Sussudio” 
singer Phil 

33 Bear's lair 

34 Metal mender 

36 John’s Yoko 

37 Puts down grass 

38 Resourceful 

41 Highland honey 

44 Old gumshoe 

45 Most recent 

49 Knack 

50 Scolds 

52 Prevaricate 

53 Old hat 

55 Refrain syllable 

56 Diver’s acronym 

58 Make a formal 
retraction 

60 Votes for 

62 Acorns, later on 

63 Japanese port 

66 Desperate 

67 Champagne 
description 

68 Acquire fresh 
vigor 

69 Wicked 

70 Catch sight of 

71 Sniffers 

72 Bodies of water 


DOWN 

1 Fortified homes 

2 He who “loved 
not wisely, but 
too well” 

3 Pedicurist’s 
target 

4 Burst of energy 

5 As well 

6 Hasbro rival 

7 Santa __ winds 


tn 
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8 My Gal __” 
9 Riverbed 

deposit 

10 Ultraviolet filter 

11 Circular wind 

12 Provoked 

13 Annual periods 

21 Evidenced 
anxiety 

23 Consonants in 
neon 

26 Toy racer 

27 Singer Turner 

31 Give an address 

32 Lordly 

35 German article 

37 Fixed 

39 Chipper 

40 Cowboy's rope 

41 Baltimore 
cathedral 
architect 

42 Overdue debts 

43 Armed robbery 

46 Hard to 
describe 

47 Place of 
Russian exile 


Solutions 


48 Nap-making 
devices 

50 Big London bell 

51 Gridiron 
takedown 

54 Delectable 

57 Secret 


messages 

59 Lacerated 

61 “Airplane!” star 
Robert 

64 __ Paulo, Brazil 

65 Molinaro and 
Michaels 
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Alternative Edge 


Classical music for modern 


Youtube sensation 
Greg Pattillo and 
band rock hard 


By DANIEL A. POTOCKI 
Editor in Chief 


I first discovered the works 
of the beatboxing flute player 
Greg Pattillo on Youtube.com 
when I was looking up videos of 
the Super Mario Bros. intro 
song. I linked over to another 
video, as one is oft want to do in 
a Youtube.com like situation. 

There I saw a skinny and 
rather pasty dude in a black t- 
shirt and jeans with a flute by 
the name of Greg Pattillo. 
Honestly I didn’t hold out much 
hope. I couldn’t shake the idea 
of this being a fan boy mash-up 
that would in the end make me 
wish I hadn’t watched it so as 
not to be reminded that people 
on Youtube.com have way too 
much free time. 

His rendition of the Super 
Mario Bros. theme started sim- 
ply enough, but slowly and 
steadily he began to beatbox at 
the same time as playing the 
flute. 

You truly must hear this 
man to believe his abilities, 
words simply do not do him jus- 
tice. 

From there I discovered his 
band “Project”. 

“Project” is a concept band 
that seeks to meld classical 
music, jazz, and more contem- 
POLEER styles like rock and hip 

op together into one. I have 
been an avid music fan for 


many years and this sound is so 
crisp, so fresh, as to be a water- 
shed moment for me. I had to 
know more about this man. 
Pattillo was born in Seattle 
in 1977 and spent most of his 
adult musical career between 
the streets of San Francisco and 
the Subways of New York City. 
In New York he was even 


awarded a “Music Under New 
York” certificate from the 
Metropolitan Transit Authority 
that honored twenty-one out- 
standing street and subway per- 
formers. 

What strikes me almost as 
much as the man’s talent is the 
wonder of his fame. He truly 
demonstrates that we live in a 


modern, connected world. By 
synthesizing a wide and eclectic 
range of music into his person- 
al style, and the presenting it 
for the world to see, at little or 
no cost. So for those happy few 
music lovers out there, look 
him up for a breakthrough 
sound, filled with personality 
and texture. 


whatisproject.org courtesy photo 
From left to right Peter Seymour, Eric Stephanson, and Greg Pattillo, together for the concept group Project. 


For those of you who may 
simply be idealists or dreamers, 
look bin up to see what one 
person can do with the endless 
possibilities and freedoms of 
the Internet, and of Youtube, 
when you are not busy watching 
someone get there genitals 
mashed in that is. 


Armageddon caused by cell phones 


Not really but people 
still need to be 


responsible 


By Nick SERMUKSNIS 
Alt. Edge Editor 


The news 
about twenty- 
five passen- 
gers being 
Bkilled. in a 
commuter 
train collision 
due to the 
operator 
focusing on 
his text mes 
sages with two teenagers not 
present on the train being proba- 
ble cause left a buzz. 

Cell phones: Hindering our 
sense of responsibility? 

Policy at Metrolink, the train 
system that runs. through 
California and whose commuter 
train collided with a freight train 
after missing a red signal, pro- 
hibits the use of cell phones or 
other electronic devices while on 
duty. Clearly, this is a lack of 
responsibility that caused the 
deaths of innocent civilians and 
the operator himself. 

While the train collision is an 
extreme example of the rampant 
misuse of communication 
devices, the nuisance of cell 
phones is disturbing the peace of 
our every day lives. We can't 


hear our thoughts over chatter 
from a gregarious 13 year old 
that can't complete a full sen- 
tence but still has a lot to say. In 
some eyes the line between free- 
dom of speech and consideration 
for your fellow human has 
blurred. 

“You're allowed to say what 
you want to say,” said Jonathan 
Poskus, a student at Northern 
Essex, “but you know, in a set- 
ting it's: be polite no matter what 
is said.” 

Preferably, usage of commu- 
nication devices in public should 
be like journalism - short and to 
the point, or like some regions, 
non-existent, such as dictator 
ships. 

It's hard enough getting 
through the Spurk parking lot 
without dealing with a driver not 
paying attention to his or her 
surroundings but more content 
with whatever meandering con- 
versation is occupying their eyes 
more than their ears. : 

“I understand that people 
have tended to use cell phones 
more than they did, even just a 
couple of years ago,” said Dina 
Brown, head of Student 
Activities. ; 

The lack of consideration 
when using communication 
devices is creating social unrest, 
making a lot of people anxious or 
frustrated. If someone tries to 
respectfully ask someone on the 
cell phone to quiet down or turn 
it off, they tend to snap back that 


Photo courtesy of Google 


This man has just found out that his favorite muffin is out of stock at the bakery. 


their conversation is of universal 
importance, even if it's about 
what kind of muffin they like. 

Muffins are important, 
though. 

“People definitely are using 
them way too much,” continued 
Brown. 

While not in the same family 
as alcohol or narcotics, cell 
phones share some off road sim- 
ilarities; similar in the sense that 


you'll fly off the road and into a 
ditch if you make one wrong 
move. Though being drunk isn't 
something you can drop into 
your lap, your focus does drift 
elsewhere and suddenly the front 
of your car is dating someone 
else's front. 

People need to understand 
that cell phones are an incredible 
step in the advancement of con- 
necting the world, but it's just as 


useful with connecting your body 
to pavement - or someone elses. 
When we're in our cars, or oper- 
ating public transportation, or 
joining others in a social setting, 
it's our responsibility to respect 
those around us because, in the 
case of operating public trans- 
portation, your inability to focus 
could cost them their lives, just 
like the train operator did in 
California last Friday. 
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Alternative Edge 


Hadron outages and other stories - 


College community 


terpiece, The Republic. Those 
who didn't go outside severely 


4 . beat all the outsiders who came 
trembles during back in for class, illuminating the 
human condition. Plato would be 

power outage proud, - 


By Nick SERMUKSNIS 
Alt. Edge Editor 


With ener- 
gy being a 
major issue in 
politics and 
crisis after cri- 
sis not being 
averted, 
expect power 
outages to 
become com- 
monplace. 
Northern 
sex was hit a devastating blow 
onday morning when the entire 
averhill campus lost power. 
prone around campus was that 


rong winds played a role in 
ocking out the electricity, but 
that was cover for the real culprit: 
e Large Hadron Collider. 

The One Stop center was 
essentially shut down because 
ost of its utilities operate on 
computers. With our administra- 
tive power unable to send e-mails 


‘ : Anyone who returned to the com- i 
to anyone who couldn't look it up site: lab made sure to save their 
anyway, the school went into a files every 30 seconds, no more 
fizzy and started doing their aa y : 
Be arork outside due to the lack What this pewer outage has 
9 Bh 7 debated th f showed the college community is 
Been senwes theory. Of _ that you must always be prepared 
Frere being an, “outside” was con- in the face of adversity. Glad to MCTeampus courtesy photo 
ine had aeeatly pap fe Plato's eh the power back, ited I Students run from the emergence of a black hole erupting underneath the 
Cave Allegory from his fine mas- SA be sense on sumer Northern Essex Haverhill campus as chunks of ground were swallowed. 
ARIES (March 21- remain balanced and expect work VIRGO (Aug. 23- overwhelming. Provide encour- WN AQUARIUS (Jan. 
BY? April 20) - Intuitions officials to also compete for your Sept. 22) - Recently agement. Wednesday through WY 21-Feb. 19) - Before 
: or sudden hunches will support. Thursday through ; distant friends or Friday minor money matters may “ mid-week nostalgia will 
Aries have a strong appeal Sunday highlights unexpected Vago lovers will this week prove briefly problematic. Check 49“ captivate the attention 
over the next few days. discussions with a close friend or seek your approval. calculations and avoid’ over- of loved ones. Old memories and « 
Many Aries natives will now romantic partner. Key issues may Loyalty is now a vital concern in spending: all is well. Later this yesterday's obligations now need 
receive a meaningful glimpse into involve recent family disputes or all close relationships. Use this weekend friends and relatives will to be brought to the surface and 
the future. Revealing comments last minute cancellations: stay time to discuss complex family or demand clear social promises: set resolved. Let close friends and 
should be closely studied: watch focused. romantic decisions: before next firm boundaries. lovers set the tone: deep emotion- 
for loved ones to probe for revised week loved ones will provide sup- al change and a renewed faith in 
omantic ideas or new time CANCER (June 22- port, encouragement and mean- SAGITTARIUS romance may be at issue. 
expectations. After mid-week O July 22)-Lessons from ingful advice. Thursday through (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) - Thursday through Sunday = 


home finances may require extra 
lanning. Key issues may involve 
Relayed payments and time sensi- 
ive agreements. Ask for detailed 
perwork: minor facts will soon 
rove vital. 


TAURUS (April 21- 
May 20) - A colleague 
{ tr, may this week challenge 
«uw ‘the authority of a key 
fficial. Remain distant, however, 
md watch for subtle agreements: 
before Wednesday workplace dis- 
cussions will be complex but 
healthy. If possible, find positive 
“Ways to include younger or new 
ployees. Late this week many 
aureans will encounter an unex- 
‘pected romantic overture. 
Planetary alignments indicate 
several weeks of social intrigue 
will now arrive. If so, stay quiet 
and watch for obvious break- 
throughs. 


E GEMINI (May 21- 
; iT June 21) - Early this 
/ week family decisions 
Gemini or unexpected financial 
3 obligations may signifi- 
cantly change daily plans. Before 
‘October some Geminis may be 
asked to take on expanded home 
or money responsibilities. If so, 


The loss of Smart classrooms 
prompted people to use primitive 
tools such as chalkboards to get 
their subject across. Half the fac- 
ulty were rushed to the hospital 
with an onset of arthritis. 

After two hours the Little 
Sprouts daycare service would 
have sent the children home, but 
thankfully the jungle gym doesn't 
require electricity to operate. 

Anxiety disorders increased as 
many students became frazzled 
when they couldn’t figure out how 
many minutes were left in class. 
Cell phones became of use with 
their handy clocks and ability to 
stay powered without the use of a 
power cord. Technology! 

Some students left even 
though most classes weren’t can- 
celed, but in case the school was 
overcome with a posse of raptors, 
their lives would have been 
spared. 

Even though power returned 
to the Haverhill campus and 
administration, the school was 
bracing for another outage. 


Co 


Cancer 


the past will be a con- 
tinuing theme over the 
next few days. After 
much inward reflection, key rela- 
tionships will now experience an 
intense phase of redefined goals 
or revised home values. In the 
coming weeks fast social progress 
and new romantic promises will 
be unavoidable. Don't be shy. 
Friday through Sunday a close 
colleague or trusted business 
partner may press for new or 
unusual legal agreements. Go 
slow: your intuitions will soon 


prove valuable. 
JS? 22) - Early this week 
business negotiations 
Leo will work strongly to 
your advantage. For 
many Leos several weeks of dis- 
jointed work communications 
and lost information is now end- 
ing. Remain attentive and probe 
officials for valuable opportuni- 
ties, new payment plans or 
revised agreements: you won't be 
disappointed. After Thursday 
family members will ask for 
added social attention and 
renewed daily commitments. Go 
slow: a cautious approach. will 
bring the desired results. 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 


Saturday a rare business or finan- 
cial mistake may trigger short- 
term workplace changes. If so, 
expect ongoing miscommunica- 
tions and revised team assign- 
ments for the next 20 days. 


QO 


Libra 


LIBRA (Sept: 23- 
Oct. 23) - Authority fig- 
ures may be critical or 
unresponsive this week 
concerning issues of 
seniority, regulations or time sen- 
sitive instructions. Play the diplo- 
mat and watch for revised assign- 
ments or new workplace roles. 
Moodiness will soon be replaced 
by rapid progress: take your time 
and respond only to reliable facts 
and documents. After Saturday 
contact distant loved ones and 
pay special attention to complex 
family discussions and new 
money issues. Your guidance is 
needed. 


SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 

iE Nov. 22) - Loved ones 
will now regain their 

Scorpio optimism and _ social 
vitality. Early this week 

watch for a powerful wave of revi- 
talized interest to arrive in all key 


relationships. Close relatives will 
no longer view past mistakes as 


x Over the next 11 days 
Saagittarins renovations, _—_ small 
repairs and _ costly 
home projects may require spe- 
cial attention. Check paperwork 
and daily figures for hidden 
errors. Some Sagittarians will 
soon experience increasing family 
demands. If so, expansion will be 
slow but consistent. Remain 
patient. Later this week a trusted 
friend may reveal an unexpected 
romantic attraction or private 
social triangle. Avoid offering an 
opinion: minor criticism will be 
quickly seen as disapproval. 
o 22-Jan. 20) - In the 
: coming weeks invest- 
Capricorm ment opportunities or 
new property agree- 
ments will bring lasting success. 
Pace for slow growth and 
research all long-term options. 
Tuesday through Friday romance 
overtures will be passionate and 
mildly unethical: expect seductive 
comments and rare social invita- 
tions. Wait, however, for concrete 
romantic promises and public 
affirmation before taking emo- 
tional risks: after mid-October 
new relationships will bring rapid 
and favorable results. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 


accents unusual creativity and 
surprising business proposals. 
Listen to the comments, ideas or 
suggestions of others: unique 
opportunities will soon prove 
worthwhile. 


PISCES (Feb. 20- 

AN March 20) - Group 
events and planned 

Pisces celebrations will be 
highly appealing this 

week. Watch for friends or col- 
leagues to offer unusual invita- 
tions. Travel proposals, cultural 
experiences or creative hobbies 
will all provide lasting interest. 
After Thursday check financial 
records for mistaken dates or 
missed payments. For some 
Pisceans key officials may this 


week reveal an unexpected error _ 


or series of misleading com- 
ments. Calculations and daily 
payments may require attention: 
stay alert. 


If your birthday is this 
week...family events and past 
social history will soon be a top 
priority for loved ones. Over the 
next 17 weeks expect others to 
openly discuss long-term home 
decisions, recent group changes 
or complex daily needs. 
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Brady’s bunch now Cassel’s Clan 


Patriots search for 
the answer to Bradys 


absence 


By CHRISTIAN STONE 
Sports Editor 


ESPN’s Bill 
Simmons said 
A it best when he 

4 compared feel- 
ings about the 
New England 


Patriots sea- 
son opener 
earlier _ this 


September toa 
+) tragic wedding 
experience. 

As a fan, or fiancé, we wait for 
months for the season to begin, or 
as Simmons puts it, “planning for 
the wedding”. We prepare for the 
season with fantasy drafts and 
projections, or bachelor parties 
and expectations. After months of 
the engagement, or waiting 
process, the day finally comes and 
you find yourself at the altar, or in 
front of the’ television, counting 
down the seconds for 1 p.m. to roll 
around. Seconds start to stretch 
to the point where you feel you 
could almost start counting mil- 
liseconds. And it is at that very 
moment you discover that your 
bride to be was just run over by 
the limo driver upon entering the 
church. That was the easiest way 
for Simmons to connect his feel- 
ing to the incident that happened 
not 5 minutes into the start of the 
season. 

“We had our tuxedos on, we 
were ready to go, and suddenly we 
were sitting in a waiting room in a 
hot tuxedo waiting for medical 
updates on our comatose fiancé 
and halfheartedly trying to talk 
ourselves into one of the brides- 


maids”. 

That comatose fiancé hap- 
pened to be beloved Patriots MVP 
quarterback Tom Brady, who suf- 
fered what the Boston Globe 
reports as a torn ACL and MCL at 
the hands of Kansas City Chiefs 
safety Bernard Pollard. Pollard 
instantly thought trouble had 
lurked its head while he listened 
to Brady as he lay on the field. 

“He was ina lot of pain. When 
you hear a scream, you know 
that.” 

Pollard was right. 24 hours 
after the hit on Brady, the team 
announced that he would need 
season ending surgery to repair 
the damage to his left leg. 

Bridesmaid, I mean, replace- 
ment quarterback Matt Cassel 
stepped in to complete the game 
victoriously, 17-10, while com- 
pleting 13 of 18 passes for 152 
yards. Cassel threw one touch- 
down pass to star receiver Randy 
Moss and avoided throwing any 
interceptions in roughly twenty- 
eight minutes on the field. Not 
exactly Brady numbers, but then 
again, Tom set the NFL record for 
touchdown passes last year, so 
nobody has ever had Brady num- 
bers except Brady himself. This 
season will prove to be the excep- 
tion to the rule. If there is one fact 
you could classify under sad but 
true, it is this: this season Tom 
Brady will throw as many touch- 
down passes as you and me. 

Brady held the third longest 
streak in NFL history, starting 
128 straight games, but is going to 
see that streak come to an end 
when the Pats play the New York 
Jets on Sept. 14. The Patriots are 
focusing on returning to the field 
without him to keep a 20 game 
regular season winning streak 
alive. After hearing the news, the 
team, including Tom, remained 
very optimistic. Brady wrote in an 
email to NBCsports.com. 


“It will all be ok... I’m excited 
to see what our team is made of... 
and I still like our chances”. 

Head Coach Bill Belicheck 
also gave promising words but of 
a different variety, pointing out 
that it is in fact a team game and 
one man doesn’t make or break a 
team. 

“As a team we all have to do 
our jobs,” said Belicheck during a 
press conference held at Gillette 
Stadium on the Monday following 
the game. “He played one posi- 
tion, he played it very well. But we 
have somebody else playing that 
position now.” 

Patriots lineman Richard 
Seymour supported his coaches 
words with comments of his own. 

“There’s always a way to win. 
We're not going to have a lot of 
excuses about it.” 

In terms of replacing the 
injured star, the Patriots are in no 
rush to go out and sign a free 
agent. Cassel will be the starting 


os ane tees we te 


If there is one fact we could classify 
under sad but true, it is this: this season 
Tom Brady will throw as many touch- 
down passes as you and me. 


quarterback until further notice, 
but other options are being 
explored in this dog-eat-dog 
industry. Aside from Cassel, the 
Patriots have only one active 
quarterback, rookie Kevin 
O'Connell, who hasn’t taken a 
professional snap yet. According 
to ESPN’s Chris Mortensen, for- 
mer Tampa Bay quarterback 
Chris Simms was asked to come 
in for a workout along with the 
well-traveled, sub-par veteran 
Tim Rattay. However, upon 
arrival, Patriots vice president of 


MCT Campus photo 


New England quarterback Tom Brady is helped off the 
field during the first quarter at Gillette Stadium. 


By CHRISTIAN STONE 


player personnel told them “cir+ 
cumstances had changed” and 
had sent them back to the airport. 

Instead of bringing in veteran 
talent to assist young Cassel, the 
Patriots brought back Matt 
Gutierrez as the official team site 
reports he has been signed to the 
practice squad. Gutierrez was 
originally signed by the Pats in 
May 2007 but cut prior to the 
beginning of this season. He had 
completed 1 of 5 passes last year. 
It would appear that Belichick has 
elected to continue on with Matt 
Cassel under center. f 

Cassel is excited to finally get 
the chance to start in the NFL 
after having been Brady's back up 
his entire time in the league. . 

“This is something I've been 
preparing for [for] a long time,” 
he told reporters after the game. 
“I just buckled my chinstrap and 
the guys rallied around me. I felt 
their support.” 

Its not that it would be 
absolutely impossible for the 
Patriots to go 16-0 again, their 
attitude certainly shows it, but 
without Tom Brady, our bride te 
be, the love of our franchise guid- 
ing us, it just doesn’t seem likely. 
But do not forget the last time the 
Patriots lost their starting quar- 
terback after the start of the sea- 
son. In 2001, Drew Bledsoe got 
hurt in week two, in steps 6th 
round, 199th overall unknown 
Tom Brady, and we’ve never 
looked back. Nevertheless, I hope 
your wedding gift is returnable. 


Sox set new record |True i irony 


Sox set record for 
consecutive games 
sold out 
By CHRISTIAN STONE 
Sports Editor 

September 8, — The Boston 
Red Sox broke the Major 


League Baseball record for con- 
secutively selling out 456 home 
games that began May 13, 2003. 

The previous record was 
help by the Cleveland Indians 
from 1995 through 2001. A 
common name on both team 
rosters was the recently traded 
Manny Ramirez, who spent his 
first eight years of professional 
ball with Cleveland from 1993- 
2000. 

Ramirez was signed with 
Boston following the 2000 sea- 
son and played until just earlier 
this year. Of the 911 combined 
games that made up the streaks 
of their respective times, 
Ramirez played in roughly 700 
of them. 
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Manny Ramirez is a common name on both rosters. 


Sports Editor 


September 4 - NCAA 
Champion Kansas Jayhawks’ 
Mario Chalmers and Darrell 
Arthur were sent home from the 
NBA’s mandatory rookie transi- 


tion program for violating 
league rules. 
Chalmers, drafted by the 


Miami Heat this offseason, and 
Arthur, drafted by New Orleans, 
were kicked out of the program 
for the alleged possession of 
drugs and women in their room. 
The program they were attend- 
ing was supposed to assist 
young rookies with their transi- 
tion to the NBA, namely how to 
stay away from drugs and 
women. 

“The players were sent home 
for violating program rules”, an 
NBA spokesman said. “ They 
will be appropriately sanctioned 
and wl bare to repeat the pro- 
gram next year.” 

In addition to returning to 
the program in 2009, the play- 
ers could subsequently face 
fines and suspensions. 

Being discharged from a 
camp that teaches you how to 
respect women and avoid drugs 
because you disrespected 
women and used drugs, that is 
the definition of irony. 


| 
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Mario Chalmers in March 


Basketball or bust 


Leo Liriano is going 
to be fun to watch on 


the court this year 


By CHRISTIAN STONE 
Sports Editor 


A group of eight men play a 
| four on four basketball game 
across one half of the NECC gym- 
nasium. On the other half a man 
practices solo. Leo Liriano, a 
transfer student from Tennessee 
Tech sporting the number 278 on 
his back, is practicing the funda- 
mentals of the game during a 
break from classes. His skill is 
obvious, his stroke is gorgeous, 
and his routine is flawless. After 
an hour of watching him shoot 
around I had realized what I 
already assumed five minutes 
after entering the gym: Leo 
Liriano is going to be a star on the 
court this season. 
His routine started with the 
basics, a little dribbling, some 
short jumpers a few feet from the 
rim and rotating left handed and 
right handed lay ups. After a few 
minutes the shots got gradually 
| tougher, moving a few feet back 
| from the rim until just shy of the 
key, then at the key and even a 
few steps back. His shots are on 
target, even the misses, which 
were few and far between, looked 
to be on point until they barely 
grazed the iron causing their 
deflection. He then ended what 
seemed like a strenuous practice. 
Turns out, he just started warm- 
ing up. 


After he mastered the basic 
shots while standing still, he 
decided to turn it up a notch 
incorporating self passes into the 
equation, and multiple ball drib- 
bling drills. Liriano first prac- 
ticed his mid range jump shots 
while conducting passes to him- 
self, via spinning the ball a few 
feet in front of him and having it 
bounce back as if receiving a pass. 
He was drilling them, one after 
another after, another. I was try- 
ing to keep track but I blinked. 
After nailing down a few from 
each side he stepped back to a 
longer range and finally to the 


_three point line where he drained 


his first four consecutive 


attempts. The fifth one barely 


missed, clanking the front rim 
before bouncing out. But four in a 
row in rhythm while passing the 
ball to oneself is impressive 
nonetheless. His quickness was 
reflected in his dribbling skills. 
Someone like me, talentless, has.a 


hard enough time as it is drib- 
bling one basketball in any which 
direction. Leo, on the other hand, 
puts people like me to shame. He 
took a break from sinking buckets 
and picked up a second basket- 
ball. With a ball in each hand he 
starts walking from mid court to 
the baseline, dribbling each ball 
in unison and making it look easy. 
After a few minutes he switched 
up to dribbling under the legs and 
behind his back, sprinting up 
court, still having a ball in each 
hand. 

Granted, the basketball sea- 
son won't be starting until 
November (try outs aren’t until 
October), but I am already certain 
to park my backside in those 
bleachers. Call it a pre-scouting 
report-report if you would like, 
but Leo Liriano is going to be a 
force on the court. His talent is 
unquestionable, his teammates 
should feel fortunate, and his 
opposition should be fearful. 
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Leo Liriano joins the NECC Knights this season. 


NECC Celtics Getaway 


‘Dont miss the 
chance to catch some 


preseason fun 


By CHRISTIAN STONE 
Sports Editor 


As a sports enthusiast I feel 
obligated to tell you that NECC 
_has organized a trip to see the 
BA Champion Boston Celtics 
lay the Houston Rockets on 
aturday, Oct. 11, at the Verizon 
ireless Arena in Manchester, 
NH. Whether or not you feel 
you're too “mature” to attend a 
school related function, I prom- 
ise this is an opportunity you 
should not pass up. 


The Celtics dominated the 
Lakers last summer to catapult 
themselves to the status of NBA 
Champions, and there is no bet- 
ter time to see them play again 
than a preseason game in 
Manchester. The total cost for 
the trip is $26, which includes 
admission and transportation. I 
implore you to try attending a 
game at the Garden for that 
much with the cheapest nose- 
bleed seat carrying a minimum 
of $20, and that doesn’t include 
transport. The value of this trip 
seems charitable compared to a 
trip into Boston to watch them 
play. 

The Houston Rockets were 
able to reach the playoffs last 
year despite the absence of their 
towering 7-foot plus center Yao 


Ming. This game is in no way, 
shape or form a_ pushover. 
We're not talking about the 
Memphis Grizzlies or the 
Milwaukie Bucks here. Throw 
Rocket’s All-Star Tracy 
McGrady on the court with Yao 
and we have one highly compet- 
itive, no doubt exciting game to 
watch. 

The game starts at 7:30 
p.m., but transportation leaves 
the school in Haverhill at 5:30. 
If you’re interested in attend- 


_ ing, there is limited availability 


so make sure you act swiftly. 
Contact Moe in D104 or call 
X3718, post haste. I’m not try- 
ing to promote this for the 
schools benefit, I’m promoting 
it for our own. I plan on attend- 
ing and I hope to see you there. 


MCT Campus photo 


L Paul Pierce and the Boston Celtics look to defend their first championship title in 
years this upcoming season, but you could see them before that. 


NECC Observer Sept. 17, 2008 


Page 15 


Weekly Sports Trivia 
QUESTIONS: 


1. Who was the last Red Sox x 
player to win an MVP 
award? 


2. In what season did the 
player above win the award? 


3. Who was the last 2nd 
baseman to win an MVP 
award in either league? 
(National or American) 


4. Which team held the 
record for most consecutive ~ 


sellouts before the Red 
Sox? 


5. Prior to 2008, when was 
the last time the Celtics won 
the NBA championship? 
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Think about it... 


We at the observer would like to incorporate you, 


the reader, as often as we can. In “Think about it...” we 


‘pose a debatable sports related question and ask for your 


valued opinions and comments. Submissions will be 
selected based on valid, logical arguments. This weeks 
question: 

“Do you believe NASCAR racing has a 
direct effect on the rising prices of petroleum 
and oil by using as much as they do?” 
Send submission columns to the NECC Observer: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
Include “Think about it...” in subject line. 
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The government won't tell you why. 


| 
| 


| 


There are millions of documents like this one. 


Ht 
i 


Few of them pertain to national security. 


| 
| 


In a democratic society, ig that right? 


Original graphic by The Telegraph, Nashua, N.H. 
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